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,X&~-N FOODS C0~~m.y .>. ” .“_ -, ‘. 
tirch 8, 2000 

Dr. Christine Lewis 
Acting Director of the Office of NurrftfOnal 

Products, Labelirrg & Dietary Supplementti 

Virginia Wilkenfng 
Dfrector of the Division of Standards & 

Labeling Re@atioas‘ 

RX: 'Natlonal'MIlk Producers Federatfon' Objection to Use of the Tern Soelk 

I would like to voice aa, industry opinion regarding the NMPE'!s petition CO 
the FDA regardtig objection to zhe use &the term 'Soymilks. 

As a dafry foods processor, Dean Foods Comp-sny would like to state that the 
term ‘sopi1k’ has been tideI.y recognized in our industry as the conm~only 
used name for natural beverages made out of soybeas, water aad other vegetable 

based ingredients for a number of years. We recogzxfze rhfs term&o be accur- 
ately descriptive , meanfngfuL and widely understood as the terzn used for 
naCura1, non-dairy producm made from soybeans. We have not found this term 

to be asleading to ourselves or our customers in the distribution and retail 
supermarket trades.' We have not received any complaints from customers or, 
cousumers regarding this issue. In fact when discussed, the tezm ‘sopmilk 
is most often if not always the generic term used f;r conversatfon or written 

4 
reference to this product category. : 

We are not in agreement with zhe NMPF's objet- don to the use of this te3my6 ' 

I appreciate your considerarion or' this statement in evaluating the mer$t 
of the petition in front of the TDA. 

RespeFfully, 

George Muck, Ph.D. 
Vice Presfdent, Research & Development 
DEAN FOODS COMPANY 
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